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STATE LIBRARY — LITERACY MATTERS INITIATIVE 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.13 am]: If one cannot read, it can 
make life very difficult. Good literacy skills are directly linked to our wealth potential, positive health outcomes, 
increased community connections and overall personal wellbeing. 
Literacy matters. Reading and understanding a book is just the beginning. Having the capacity to understand a loan 
agreement, follow a bus or train timetable, comprehend the vital instructions that may come with medication or be 
able to access the internet to search for a job are just some examples. Literacy, of course, really matters.  
Although Western Australia has a strong educational system with overall high literacy rates, many Western Australians 
struggle with literacy. Today, I want to highlight for the house the State Library of Western Australia’s current 
Literacy Matters initiative. The State Library has formed a literacy alliance, working collectively with government 
agencies, businesses and not-for-profit organisations to achieve the goals of the strategy—to ensure that all 
Western Australians are aware of the value of literacy in increasing lifelong potential, have the opportunity to 
improve their literacy, and have access to literacy learning programs. 
Literacy alliance partners are sharing information and collaborating to boost literacy regardless of age, gender, race, 
financial circumstances or ability. The work being done by the alliance includes the State Library’s Storylines archive 
for Aboriginal history, which will be used as a platform to facilitate a digital mentorship program in six regional 
public libraries, including Carnarvon, Manjimup and Kununurra. This will provide the opportunity for Aboriginal 
people in these communities to build their digital skills. Storylines will also be used as a platform for Aboriginal 
prisoners recording their own stories to build digital skills and for researchers to better understand the digital 
literacy needs of prisoners and their families. 
Alliance member Read Write Now—a magnificent organisation—will train volunteer tutors to work with adults with 
low levels of functional and digital literacy. The State Library provides weekly sessions on science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics to enable families to explore literacy and learning through a range of hands-on 
activities. These initiatives are just the beginning under the 10-year Literacy Matters strategy. 
I wish to commend the State Library for bringing together experts from various sectors to coordinate their efforts 
to better the lives of all Western Australians through lifelong literacy. Together, we can make a difference, because 
literacy really does matter. 
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